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But it must here be taken into consideration
that the strata have all been broken up, and thrust
through, and upon one another by some convul-
sion subsequent to the times of their superposi-
tion. No argument then, such as this, for the vast
age of the earth, can be derived from the different
ages allotted to different groups of pebbles. It
is impossible to disprove the following assertion,
that a thousand years of commotion in the ancient
oceans was time amply sufficient for the formation
of all manner of pebbles in the crust of the earth,
provided their rotund formation be due to oceanic
action. But this is a question. Bakewell says:
" Satisfactory solutions to all these inquiries (about
pebbles) will probably long remain desiderata in
geology, though, in some instances, we can arrive
at a high degree of probability, by referring to
causes in present operation." The present theory
about pebbles involves greater difficulties than it
explains, and therefore no inference can be drawn
from it for any thing, much less for the great age
of the earth.

" 5. The history of the repeated elevations which the strata
have undergone conducts us to the same conclusion. Different
unstratified rocks have been intruded among the stratified ones
of various epochs, and the strata have been elevated at each
epoch. . . . Here, then, we have the same evidence of the slow
formation of the stratified rocks as is taught us by their lithologi-
cal characters and their organic remains."

This declaration is founded upon the assumption
aforesaid as to the* sources of the strata, which not
only involves an absurdity, but exhibits one in the
pictures of the strata which geologists draw for